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The Creative Case Symposium:

Arts Council England launch The Creative Case – a new approach to diversity
Monday 12 September 2011
Symposium: 10.30am – 4.30pm

Tomorrow’s Warriors performance: 5.30pm – 7.00pm

Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester 
Arts Council England will launch the Creative Case - a new approach to diversity, during a day-long public symposium in Manchester on Monday 12 September. 

The Creative Case is the Arts Council’s new approach to diversity and equality, setting out how diversity and equality can enrich the arts for artists, audiences and our wider society. 

Development of The Creative Case approach has been informed by a Third Text report entitled Beyond Cultural Diversity – the Creative Case, commissioned in 2010 by the Arts Council.  Alongside the 2010 Equality Act, The Creative Case will form an integral part of Achieving great art for everyone – the ten year vision for the arts.

Keynote speakers at the Creative Case Symposium  include Alan Davey, Chief Executive, Arts Council England, Sue Caro, Head of Diversity at the BBC, Alistair Spalding, Chief Executive and Artistic Director of Sadler’s Wells, and Deborah Shaw, Associate Director, Royal Shakespeare Company. Discussion sessions will examine historical examples of how diversity has led to cultural innovation and look at contemporary models of best practice in equality. All those with an interest in the subject are invited to attend and to take part in the discussion.

The free event includes seminars that will outline an inclusive definition of diversity and provide practical advice on how to encourage excellence and resilience through equality practice. The information will be tailored for a wide range of arts organisations from international touring companies and national venues to creative businesses and community projects.

The day will end with the world premiere of FIREBIRD, a new commission from leading UK jazz organisation Tomorrow’s Warriors. Performed by The Nu Civilisation Orchestra, FIREBIRD explores the musical dialogue between the Russian-born composer Igor Stravinsky and African American jazz musicians such as Charlie Parker, who influenced each other’s work in Harlem, New York. 

Alan Davey, Chief Executive of Arts Council England said:
“The Creative Case Symposium is an unmissable opportunity for all arts organisations to reflect on the contribution diversity and equality make to their own development. It will give artists and arts organisations an invaluable insight into our vision for the next ten years.”
Tony Panayiotou, Head of Diversity at Arts Council England said:

“Arts Council England believes that the contribution of diverse artists to British cultural life is, and has always been, vital to a flourishing, vibrant and resilient arts ecology. Diversity has the unique ability to refresh, to replenish and to stimulate the arts by encouraging new work that challenges, innovates and takes risks. It is not possible to talk about a modern and relevant arts sector without talking about diversity and equality.”

The Symposium will be followed by the Arts Council’s flagship diversity focused event, the biennial decibel Performing Arts Showcase, also in Manchester, from 13-16 September. Showcase embodies and illustrates the Creative Case in practice and over the years has proved that diverse artists are at the forefront of artist innovation, risk taking and the harnessing of new technologies.

For more information and to register your place for both events, please visit www.decibelpas.com 
ENDS

For more media information on The Creative Case 
or the decibel Performing Arts Showcase please contact  

Chris Baker or Matt Railton at Colman Getty
020 7631 2666/ chris@colmangetty.co.uk / matt@colmangetty.co.uk 


For more media information on Arts Council England please contact 
Emma Russell at Arts Council England
020 7973 6890 / emma.russell@artscouncil.org.uk 

Notes to Editors:
1. In the past, work on diversity and equality have been driven by a number of ‘cases’: the legal case (meeting public duties), the moral case (it is the right thing to do) the ethical case (it is the fair thing to do) and the business case (good for the box office). The Creative Case is based on the conviction that diversity and equality in the arts enriches all of the arts to the benefit of everyone – artists, audiences and wider society. Development of The Creative Case approach has been informed by a Third Text report entitled Beyond Cultural Diversity – the Creative Case, commissioned in 2010 by Arts Council England, and the 2007 McMaster Review, commissioned by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.
2. The purpose of the decibel Performing Arts Showcase is to promote diverse practice in the performing arts sector. The biennial showcase aims to more fully represent and reflect the different cultures and backgrounds that make our country unique in the world.  Arts Council England welcomed submissions from all artists and companies with diverse practice. This includes, but is not limited to, artists from black and minority ethnic backgrounds, disabled people or any other artist who may have had limited opportunities to participate in the arts. 

3. Tomorrow’s Warriors is a leading UK organisation for jazz music education and professional artist development with a special but not exclusive focus on young people from the African diaspora. A weekend resident at Southbank Centre, we hold regular rehearsals, skills development workshops and cross-arts jam sessions. We also actively seek collaborations with other youth arts organisations and young musicians, with the aim of creating a network of young artists working together.

4. Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and investing in artistic experiences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of artistic activities from theatre to music, literature to dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to crafts. Great art inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world around us. In short, it makes life better.  Between 2011 and 2015, we will invest £1.4 billion of public money from government and a further £0.85 billion from the National Lottery to create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 
