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For immediate release, Tuesday 21 June 2011
International Connections bursaries announced for
5th decibel Performing Arts Showcase
Manchester, 13-16 September 2011

Eight high profile arts professionals from six countries have been named as recipients of a Visiting Arts International Connections bursary scheme. The International Connections programme will enable the selected experts to share their experience with UK-based arts professionals at Arts Council England’s 5th decibel Performing Arts Showcase in Manchester from 13-16 September 2011. 
The arts professionals selected for International Connections come from as far afield as Australia, China, USA, New Zealand and India. They are:
· Sam Cook, Director of The Dreaming: International Indigenous Festival, Australia 

· Sasha Dees, independent curator and producer, Holland 

· Kath Duncan, multi-media producer and cultural commentator, Australia
· Anjum Katyal, Editor, Art and the City, India
· Monique Martin, Director of Family Programming, CityParks Foundation, USA 

· Leroy Franklin Moore Jr., Founder of Krip-Hop Nation, USA
· Louise Tu'u, writer, director and producer, New Zealand

· WANG Chong, Program Director of Beijing International Fringe Festival, China

At the decibel Performing Arts Showcase, International Connections participants will be able to share ideas with their UK peers and experience cutting-edge work from England’s culturally rich performing arts scene. In return, Showcase artists and delegates can gain insights into international markets, make connections and find out about opportunities to present work outside of the UK.
Nike Jonah, decibel Performing Arts Showcase Project Manager, Arts Council England, said: “International Connections encourages the sharing of best practice in the international performing arts, while at the same time enabling overseas professionals to see the excellent work being made by artists from diverse backgrounds in England.”
Showcase provides UK and international arts professionals with the opportunity to preview innovative productions from 50 of England’s most talented performing artists and companies. All the performances have been selected for their creative excellence and ability to appeal to national and international audiences.

Delegate registration for the full four days of Showcase costs just £120 if booked before 30 June 2011 or £170 after. For the first time this year, 24 hour and day passes will be available at the cost of £55 each. Further information and delegate registration forms can be found on the website www.decibelpas.com.
-ENDS-

For further information please contact 

Chris Baker or Matt Railton at Colman Getty 

020 7631 2666 / chris@colmangetty.co.uk / matt@colmangetty.co.uk

Notes to editors

1. The purpose of the decibel Performing Arts Showcase is to promote diverse practice in the performing arts sector. The biennial showcase aims to more fully represent and reflect the different cultures and backgrounds that make our country unique in the world.  Arts Council England welcomed submissions from all artists and companies with diverse practice. This includes, but is not limited to, artists from black and minority ethnic backgrounds, disabled people or any other artist who may have had limited opportunities to participate in the arts.

2. Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and investing in artistic experiences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of artistic activities from theatre to music, literature to dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to crafts. Great art inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world around us. In short, it makes life better.  Between 2011 and 2015, we will invest £1.4 billion of public money from government and a further £0.85 billion from the National Lottery to create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 
3. The Visiting Arts International Connections delegates are:

Sam Cook is a cross-artform practitioner, educator, arts manager and leader in Indigenous Arts, listed in the world Who’s Who of Women. Artistically, Sam is a playwright, writer, visual artist and designer. Administratively, Sam worked in publishing ahead of becoming the CEO of Australia’s leading Aboriginal Theatre before launching her company KISSmyBLAKarts™. The founder of Australia’s BLAK HISTORY MONTH, she is the Director of The Dreaming: Australia’s International Indigenous Festival and a programmer of the Woodford Folk Festival.
Sasha Dees is an independent curator and producer travelling between Amsterdam, New York and Paramaribo. Dees initiates and works on art and cultural exchange projects between Europe and the Americas / Caribbean. In 2003, Dees co-founded the not for profit organization John106. John106 is a production company for performing arts, film and visual arts based in Rotterdam and New York. John106’s focus is on: International (exchange), Interdisciplinary, Emerging, and Cultural Diverse work and artists.
Kath Duncan is an Australian multi-media producer and cultural commentator who spends her creative time producing images, text, radio broadcasts and television on topics she finds fascinating, while working part-time as an access development officer for Arts Access Victoria. The projects Kath likes to explore include the creative potentials of disability and diversity, as well as erotica and entertainment made by and for disabled people. Kath holds post-graduate degrees in arts, communications and disability studies.
Anjum Katyal, Editor, Art and the City, a web magazine on Indian contemporary performing and visual arts. Anjum was previously Chief Editor, Seagull Books, Calcutta, Editor, Seagull Theatre Quarterly, and Editor, Web Portal, with Saregama-HMV. She is writing books on theatre directors Habib Tanvir and Badal Sircar for Sage Publishers. A blues singer, she is also Trustee, Seagull Foundation for the Arts, and on the board of Ranan Performance Collective and The Creative Arts.
Monique Martin Director of Family Programming, CityParks Foundation. CPF produces SummerStage in Central Park and over 1,200 music, dance, theatre and kids programs in 700 parks city wide every summer. Monique brings her vision and expertise for youth to New York City families. Prior to joining CPF in 2007 she was an Associate Director of Programming for LMCC as part of the River to River Festival where she presented music, dance and family programmes. As an independent curator, producer and marketing consultant she has partnered with and produced for Joe’s Pub, Disney, Apollo Theater, Hip Hop Theater Festival, Aaron Davis Hall/Harlem Stage, Queens Theater in the Park, NJPAC, HBO and Broadway productions.
Leroy Franklin Moore Jr is a writer, activist and founder of Krip-Hop Nation, an international project bringing together and disseminating the work of hip-hop artists from around the world. He is also cofounder of San Francisco-based performance project Sins Invalid: An Unshamed Claim to Beauty in the Face of Invisibility. The project serves as a dialogue space where artists with disabilities examine and challenge normative conceptions of beauty and sexuality.  Moore lectures around the world, on the intersections of disability, race, and sexuality and has written extensively on the history of Black artists and musicians with disabilities in popular culture. He is currently writing a book about Krip-Hop Nation.

Louise Tu'u, a writer, director and producer who works in theatre and film. Her first play Le Tauvaga (The Competition) premiered in 2004. In 2005, she became the first New Zealand playwright to be selected for the Royal Court International Residency in London. 2010 saw her play Providence premiere to critical and commercial acclaim, earning a place in Best of 2010 Theatre in New Zealand. Her company, We Should Practice involves itself in the community with public art, moving image and live performance.
WANG Chong, program director of Beijing International Fringe Festival, theatre producer and award-winning director. Wang has studied theatre in China and the U.S. His works, including China mainland premieres of Crave, The Vagina Monologues, and Hamletmachine, have toured extensively in China, Hong Kong, the U.S., Canada, the UK and France.
