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For immediate release, Tuesday 7 June 2011 
Open Call for submissions: decibel Talks and Marketplace

5th decibel Performing Arts Showcase
Manchester, 13-16 September 2011
Arts Council England is looking for inspiring speakers to present a series of decibel Talks at the 5th decibel Performing Arts Showcase. Submissions have also been opened today, Tuesday 7 June, for a business-to-business performing arts Marketplace, which will take place during the week in Manchester from 13-16 September.
The decibel Talks series is a new addition to the Showcase delegate programme, which offers opportunities for international performing arts professionals to network and discuss best practice in between performances. A small number of speakers are being invited to give a short talk or presentation to the decibel audience of performers, producers and venue managers.

Nike Jonah, decibel Performing Arts Showcase Project Manager, Arts Council England said: “You hear about people from all walks of life who have really original and inspiring ideas: from graphic designers, mathematicians or scientists to hairdressers, teachers or taxi drivers, even TS Elliot was a banker before he was a poet. We want to bring some of these different perspectives into the performing arts – that’s what diversity is all about.”

Subject matter for decibel Talks does not have to be directly linked to the performing arts, but the ideas presented in an 18 minute short talk must inspire artists and arts professionals to think differently about their practice. Selected speakers will be invited to spend 24 hours at the Showcase in order to informally discuss their presentation with delegates and to see some of the artist work being presented.
Arts Council England is also inviting artists, companies and arts organisations with diverse practice to set up stall in the decibel Marketplace. Taking place on Thursday 15 September in the Great Hall at Manchester Town Hall ,Marketplace is an opportunity for artists and arts organisations to meet face-to-face with other arts professionals, allowing them to promote their work directly to the people they most want to make contact with. It also offers UK and international delegates a wider view of diverse performing arts practice in the country.
The deadline for submissions to decibel Talks is 5pm Monday 11 July 2011 
The deadline for submissions to the Marketplace at the decibel Performing Arts Showcase is 5pm Monday 11 July 2011
More information about both opportunities, please visit www.decibelpas.com 

-ENDS-

For further information please contact 

Chris Baker or Matt Railton at Colman Getty 

020 7631 2666 / chris@colmangetty.co.uk / matt@colmangetty.co.uk

Notes to editors

1. The purpose of the decibel Performing Arts Showcase is to promote diverse practice in the performing arts sector. The biennial showcase aims to more fully represent and reflect the different cultures and backgrounds that make our country unique in the world.  Arts Council England welcomed submissions from all artists and companies with diverse practice. This includes, but is not limited to, artists from black and minority ethnic backgrounds, disabled people or any other artist who may have had limited opportunities to participate in the arts.

2. Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and investing in artistic experiences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of artistic activities from theatre to music, literature to dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to crafts. Great art inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world around us. In short, it makes life better.  Between 2011 and 2015, we will invest £1.4 billion of public money from government and a further £0.85 billion from the National Lottery to create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 
3. The artists and companies who will be performing and pitching at the 2011 decibel Performing Arts Showcase are:

	Company / artist name
	Show Title
	Strand
	Artform

	Adriano Adewale
	Adriano Adewale Group
	Tour ready
	Music

	Ailis Ni Riain
	Brief-Blue-Electric-Bloom
	Work in progress
	Music

	Arun Ghosh
	Afrocoustics and Indo-vations
	Tour ready
	Music

	Avant Garde Dance
	Illegal Dance
	Pitch
	Dance

	Ayanna Witter-Johnson
	Freedom Singer
	Tour ready
	Music

	Brian Lobel
	BALL and Other Funny Stories About Cancer
	Tour ready
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	Simon Wu
	The Two Of Us
	Pitch
	Theatre

	Chinatown Arts Space
	XXXY
	Work in progress
	Music

	Coco Mbassi  
	5 songs (Musiki, Dibongo, Din Longue, Sisea, Atele)
	Tour ready
	Music

	Community Arts North West
	Another Country
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Company Chameleon
	Search and Find
	Tour ready
	Dance

	Contact 
	Crystal Kisses
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Crying in the Wilderness Productions
	The Invisible Man
	Work in progress
	Theatre

	Ben Payne, Amit Sharma & Rachel Bagshaw supported by Deaf Cultural Centre

	Superheroes
	Pitch
	Combined

	Eggs Collective
	The life and death of Eggs Collective
	Work in progress
	Combined

	ESKA
	English Skies
	Work in progress
	Music

	Half Moon Young People's Theatre
	Moon And Genie
	Work in progress
	Theatre

	Hetain Patel
	Be like water
	Pitch
	Live Art



	Jah Marnyah
	Sweat of your brow
	Tour ready
	Music

	Jane Sekonya-John
	KEUSE (CHOICE)
	Pitch
	Combined

	 Shock and Awe Tours/Performance Anxiety
	Shadow Boxing by James Gaddas
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Joseph Mercier
	Giselle, or I'm Too Horny To Be a Prince
	Tour ready
	Dance

	Julie McNamara 

with Vital Xposure
	The Knitting Circle
	Work in progress
	Theatre

	Keneish Dance
	All Seeing
	Work in progress
	Dance

	Laurence Clark
	Health Hazard
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Confirm/Ignore
	MICroscope
	Tour ready
	Combined

	Mind the Gap
	Irresistible
	Work in progress
	Music

	Nathan Evans
	I Love You But We Only Have Fourteen Minutes To Save The Earth
	Work in progress
	Combined

	Nutkhut
	Flower Power
	Pitch
	Live Art

	Penned in the Margins
	Kalagora
	Tour ready
	Spoken/Theatre

	Pen-ultimate
	A Night on the Tiles
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Pursued by a Bear Productions
	Kabaddi-Kabaddi-Kabaddi 
	Pitch
	Theatre

	Noraay
	From the Darkness to Light - Live
	Tour ready
	Music

	Randolph Matthews
	Voce Solo
	Tour ready
	Music

	Remarkable Productions and Avant Garde Dance
	Taxi!
	Tour ready
	Dance

	Rouge28 Theatre
	Urashima Taro
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Sankalpam
	Corpo-realities (extract from)
	Tour ready
	Dance

	Sarah Leaver productions
	Memoirs of a Hermaphrodite
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Sarah Pickthall
	Loyal Enemy
	Pitch
	Combined

	Krar Collective
	Krar Collective
	Tour ready
	Music

	Shabnam Shabazi
	Speaker's Corner
	Pitch
	Live Art

	Shane Shambhu Company
	Leaving Only A Trace
	Tour ready
	Dance

	StopGAP Dance Company
	Within - the first piece of a double bill called Trespass
	Tour ready
	Dance

	Sunday Driver 
	Sunday Driver presents The Clockwork Tiger
	Tour ready
	Music

	Charlie Dark & The Albany 
	Afrocindy
	Tour ready
	Theatre

	Two Gents Productions
	The Moors Project
	Pitch
	Theatre

	©ViD (Verse In Dialog) with Zena Edwards
	Travelling Light
	Pitch
	Combined

	Yaaba Funk
	Yaaba Funk showcase
	Tour ready
	Music

	Yvon Bonenfant
	Ululalia (the Voice Play project)
	Tour ready
	Live

	ZENDEH
	FOUND
	Work in progress
	Combined

	Zupakat Productions
	Raising Lazarus
	Tour ready
	Theatre


