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press release 
For immediate release 
Final call for entries - decibel Performing Arts Showcase 2009 

The deadline is approaching for talented performance artists to take part in the 2009 decibel Performing Arts Showcase, which will take place in Manchester from 15-18 September 2009. Applications must be submitted to Arts Council England by 21 January. More information is available from www.decibelpas.com
The decibel Performing Arts Showcase is an Arts Council England initiative that offers a snapshot of England's culturally diverse performing arts talent to international arts professionals, with the purpose of promoting diverse practice in the performing arts sector. Produced with the support of x.trax, it will represent and reflect the different cultures and backgrounds that make our country unique in the world.
Nike Jonah, decibel Performing Arts Showcase Project Manager, Arts Council England, said: “We’re looking for cutting edge artists to get involved in the 2009 decibel Performing Arts Showcase. The showcase creates new relationships which are essential for the development of England’s vibrant and dynamic performing arts scene, there’s no other event like it in the world.” 
The fourth decibel Performing Arts Showcase 2009 builds on the achievements of the past showcases, providing the opportunity for artists and companies to present their work to an international audience of promoters, artistic directors, producers and presenters who may book their work or collaborate with them to develop it further. 
Artists and companies involved in previous showcases have benefited from a range of opportunities, developing pitches into fully-fledged work, touring internationally and broadening and deepening their contacts in the industry. Past successes stories include Kompany Malakhi, an innovative dance theatre company who took part in the 2007 showcase, resulting in a number of venues booking their Boxin work, with a national tour scheduled this year. decibel’s international reach is also evident, with Rasa Theatre making important US contacts at the Showcase, and achieving a sold-out run in a leading New Jersey theatre.
Previous delegate, Kerry Michael, Artistic Director, Theatre Royal Stratford East, said: “Discovering work at the decibel Performing Arts Showcase helps us to continue to champion the rich diverse talent that England has to offer.” 

Artists and companies working at the cutting edge of music, theatre, dance, live art, circus, street arts and sited work are invited to submit their applications by 21 January 2009. Application packs are available from the website www.decibelpas.com. A number of artists’ information sessions will be taking place across England to help showcase applicants to put together their applications.
- Ends -

For further information please contact: 

Truda Spruyt / Helen Wharton / Chris Baker
Colman Getty / 020 7631 2666

truda@colmangetty.co.uk / helen@colmangetty.co.uk / chris@colmangetty.co.uk 
Notes to editors
1. The purpose of the decibel Performing Arts Showcase is to promote diverse practice in the performing arts sector. The showcase aims to more fully represent and reflect the different cultures and backgrounds that make our country unique in the world.  Arts Council England welcomes submissions from all artists and companies with diverse practice. This includes, but is not limited to, artists from black and minority ethnic backgrounds, disabled people or any other artist who may have had limited opportunities to participate in the arts.
2. Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and investing in artistic experiences that enrich people's lives. 
As the national development agency for the arts, we support a range of artistic activities from theatre to music, literature to dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to crafts. 

Great art inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world around us. In short, it makes life better.

Between 2008 and 2011, we will invest £1.3 billion of public money from government and a further £0.3 billion from the National Lottery to create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country.

3. x.trax is an organisation based in Manchester that runs a range of events and projects designed to promote and support the UK’s performing artists, with a particular focus on artists creating outdoor performance. These include the x.trax showcase, the UK's premier, international outdoor arts showcase that presents an outstanding selection of contemporary performance to local audiences and to national and international promoters, festival directors and arts professionals. x.trax has run 11 showcases since 1997 as well as organising conferences, online services and various other strategic events, development projects and festivals. x.trax produced the Arts Council of England's decibel Performing Arts Showcase in 2003 and 2005.
